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Rev Zak Cronjé
BIBLE READING:		Amos 7:1-17
This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: He was preparing swarms of locusts after the king's share had been harvested and just as the second crop was coming up. 2 When they had stripped the land clean, I cried out, "Sovereign LORD, forgive! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!"
3So the LORD relented.
"This will not happen," the LORD said.
4This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: The Sovereign LORD was calling for judgment by fire; it dried up the great deep and devoured the land. 5Then I cried out, "Sovereign LORD, I beg you, stop! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!"
6So the LORD relented.
"This will not happen either," the Sovereign LORD said.
7This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD asked me, "What do you see, Amos?"
"A plumb line," I replied.
Then the Lord said, "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
9"The high places of Isaac will be destroyed, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam."
10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: "Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. 11For this is what Amos is saying:
"`Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away from their native land.' "
12Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13Don't prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom."
14Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor a prophet's son, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15But the LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, `Go, prophesy to my people Israel.' 16Now then, hear the word of the LORD. You say,
"`Do not prophesy against Israel, and stop preaching against the house of Isaac.'
17"Therefore, this is what the LORD says:
"`Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword. Your land will be measured and divided up, and you yourself will die in a pagan country. And Israel will certainly go into exile, away from their native land.' "
MESSAGE
God's heart is touched by prayer.
Amos was a humble shepherd whose life was devoted to serving the Lord. He also tended sycamore-fig trees in the Judean countryside. Amos did not have an impressive background. He was not the son of a prophet or the son of a priest.
God gave this farmer a vision of the future (1:2), and told him to take his message to Israel, the northern kingdom (7:15). Amos obeyed and thus proved he was a man of God.
God condemned all the nations who have sinned against him and harmed his people. Beginning with Aram, he moved quickly through Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab. All were condemned, and we can almost hear the Israelites shouting, "Amen!"
And then, even Judah, Amos's homeland, was included in God's scathing denunciation (2:4, 5).
The Israelites must have enjoyed hearing those words! Suddenly, however, Amos, a fiery, fearless, and honest shepherd from the south turned to the people of Israel, confronted them with their sin of worshipping idols and oppressing the poor people and pronounced God's judgment on them.
If someone receives a vision from God, it should be treated with the utmost respect. It should be a time to take stock of one’s life and adjust according to the outcome of the self-examination.  The first action should be to pray to God for everyone involved, beginning with yourself.
The vision about Israel came in three parts to Amos.
֍ In the first part he saw how God would punish the Israelites with locusts because of their sins. A locust plague was one of the most dreaded plagues in the Eastern world of that time, because it didn't leave anything that was green, and the people were powerless against the huge merciless swarms.
This disaster would hit Israel at the time it would hurt them most - right after the time they finished harvesting for the king. The first part of the harvest, the best part, was their tax. Just as they would prepare to start harvesting for their own use, the locust disaster would hit them. It would certainly be a national disaster which would cripple agriculture and demolish the economy. Poverty and famine of an enormous scale would be the result.
֍ With the vision of this terrible disaster very clear to him, Amos went down on his knees and begged: "Sovereign LORD, forgive! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!"(Verse 2)
Amos begged God for the sake of his own people, because Jacob is the name Israel is called when the covenant with God was at stake. It was God's pet name for his people of the covenant. Amos lodged an appeal against the divine decision.
In verse 3 we read: "So the LORD relented."
God's heart is touched by prayer for other people! The judgement of God never ever excludes his grace! Through the prayer of a believer, the heart of the heavenly Father is touched. God never makes cold blooded calculations about a person’s case. On the other hand, we also have to understand that God's relenting isn't because he came to new insights and/or that he will  excuse  sin.
God is not capable of excusing sin. He has to punish sin, otherwise he cannot be perfect. God's relenting doesn't indicate a change in decision, but rather a change in action. He withholds his hand of destruction in order to give humankind the opportunity to grasp his hand of grace. He postpones the judgement. He gives extension so that people will be able to repent.
We cannot be cold and apathetic about the people who live with us in this country. Me and my family cannot withdraw from the community and declare that we have nothing to do with this rotten community with its perversity, moral decay, abuse of alcohol, violence against children, women and elderly and gambling and just leave it to its fate
Now is the time that we ourselves turn in prayer to God. Our knees should have calluses from praying for ourselves and the people of Australia. God's heart will be touched and he will give another opportunity to grasp his hand of grace and to repent.
A complacent present leads to a disastrous future. Don't congratulate yourself for the blessings and benefits you now enjoy. They are from God. If you are more satisfied with yourself than with God, remember that everything is meaningless without him. A self-sufficient attitude may be your downfall.
Amos prayed: "Sovereign LORD, forgive!" But with Israel there was no sign of repentance. And when there is no repentance, there is no forgiveness. Maybe we think: Why should we pray - it doesn't help anyway, we are wasting our breath with the people, and our knees will only get arthritis.
No!
We will only be able to understand these words in the light of the prayer of Jesus on the cross when he prayed for his enemies: "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." (Luke 23:34)
Jesus prays for people who do not know what they are doing, people who do not know the implications of their deeds, people who do not understand God's plan of salvation yet.
This forgiveness isn't an exemption of guilt; it isn't a declaration of justification. It is asking for postponement for people because of their ignorance.
One more opportunity! Another chance!
Did the people utilise the opportunity? Why does God give another chance? "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance." 2 Peter 3:9
Please, be intercessors like Amos, no. . . . like Jesus Christ, for the people of Australia. Another chance, another opportunity!
Israel didn't listen. Israel had no real remorse. No worries – tease the lion on the chain. . . .

In the second part of the vision God was preparing for a lawsuit against Israel.
֍ The people who twisted justice to suit themselves, who were known for their ignorance of the law, were in danger of being destroyed by justice. When God judges, the result for the unrepentant is punishment which consumes like a fire. . . . What Amos saw was another natural disaster – a draught so severe even the subterranean water would disappear.
The people were called to go down on their knees again – but again still no action. Again, it is a man of God, the prophet Amos, who intercedes for the people. "Sovereign LORD, I beg you, stop! How can Jacob survive? He is so small!" (verse 5)
Please Lord, one more chance, because Jacob is small!
The important people of Jacob/Israel had a high opinion of themselves. They were proud and complacent in their arrogant self-exaltation. Amos saw them as God saw them: Helpless, small, without hope. How would this pathetic nation ever be able to exist anymore when God turns against them? Please Lord, another chance! Let us tighten the string some more, maybe the deceit will disappear. . . . We have to pray for Australia! God isn't in a hurry with his judgement. He gives another chance. . .  But it will not continue forever.
On the day of the Lord, judgement will be final and punishment will be executed without delay. The fact that God gives us one more chance has to be utilised. It may not be abused. The chances God gives should not be mocked. It should not be declined - because I will not receive another chance tomorrow. Tomorrow it will be too late! How tight is the string?
֍ The visions brought personal conversation between God and the prophet. Amos spoke from his heart . . . and the nation also heard what was going on in the heart of God. It indicated God's love for the people of the covenant. He exposed his heart to Israel. Whoever isn't touched by it just lost his last chance. But Israel didn't take the opportunity, the chance they were given by the warning.
We read about the third part of the vision in verse 7 ֍:  "The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand.” A plumb line is a device used to ensure the straightness of a wall. A wall that is not straight will eventually collapse. God wants people to be right with him; he wants the sin that makes us crooked removed immediately. God’s Word is the plumb line that helps us be aware of our sin. How do you measure up to God’s plumb line?
Israel didn’t utilise the chance they were given. "The Lord said: "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer."(Verse 8) Amos had to keep quiet. God did not allow him to pray for Israel again. The string is tight. Let’s take another chance. God tests his people.
As people of the covenant they were judged. Instead of comfort the covenant became an accusation against the nation. The people of the covenant are the building of God. It is there to be seen by everybody, because it is a construction in the world.
What does your construction look like? Do we throw away our last chance? Many times the world laughs at the laziness and division and lovelessness and untidiness and don't care attitude of the builders of God. Then the world laughs at the big Architect who has such builders in his service.
God cannot allow things to happen like this anymore. His name and honour is at stake. Therefore he comes for an inspection. He uses a plumb line. His test is just, because he uses the plumb line which was at the disposal of the builders. With the plumb line amongst the nation, everyone sees how crooked the walls are. In like manner those who are level and of high quality in own eyes are exposed in the light of God's law as crooked and twisted people.
The unavoidable verdict is: Pull down. The building is a failure. God kept his judgement back twice, but not again. Pull down. Lost chances!
What has to be pulled down? The high places and sanctuaries! Israel had a flourishing religion, but without God and without his Word."This is what the LORD says:”For three sins of Judah, even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because they have rejected the law of the LORD and have not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors followed,” Amos 2:4
Merely participating in ceremony or ritual falls short of true religion, God wants simple trust in him, not showy external actions. Don't settle for impressing others with external rituals when God wants heartfelt obedience and commitment.
֍ Thank God that when we are not able to beg any more, we have an advocate with the Father: "My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defence – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world." (1 John 2:1&2) And better still: At the final judgement He will be the judge! We who believe in Him know that we will not be pulled down, because He himself pulled us upright and made us new. The plumb line will not be able to show any crookedness.
Everyone who builds in faith on Jesus Christ, everyone who gives his case in faith to Jesus will not be judged but will receive acquittal. Everyone who built on the foundation stone, Jesus Christ, waits with a longing for the second coming of the Lord, because we will then be taken to heaven and glorified with him. Pray for Australia for another chance and give yourself with your whole heart to God in Jesus Christ who was pulled down in our place, who put himself in our place and thank God for his grace.
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